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Procedure for US companies getting VAT (Sales Tax) refund 

 
SAVE ALL RECEIPTS FOR EVERYTHING YOU SPEND!!  
Make sure they have the date, vendor, amount, VAT number etc.  
YOU NEED THE ORIGINALS OF EVERYTHING. COPIES ARE NO GOOD.  
You do not need to file any paperwork in advance. 
 
Once you've been here and got all the invoices, then we will submit a claim to 
the proper department in Londonderry in Northern Ireland, for the refund. 
(Londonderry office Tel No: +44 (0) 2871305100) 
You also need to get a certificate from US authorities The IRS - just to prove 
you're a company doing legitimate business in UK. 
It is a form number 6166 and the relevant office is Tel 215-516-2000. 
You can claim for hotels, meals, services, hires, cars, rentals, gear, etc. and 
local staff if VAT registered. Not all things are subject to VAT but the majority 
of stuff that a film crew uses is: e.g. food in a restaurant is subject to VAT but 
food in a supermarket is not! 
Minimum of three month wait for reimbursement. This is only for 
companies without offices in the UK or EU. Claims must be made 
within 6 months of the end of the financial year the expenditure was 
incurred. 
 
So In brief you need to: 

1. Fill out form VAT 65A ( example attached) 
2. Attach form 6166 from the IRS 
3. Attach the original receipt/invoice (must be the original “VAT 

receipt”) 
4. Post (Registered Post) to the Inland Revenue and Customs in 

Londonderry.  
5. Sit down have a coffee and cross your fingers for three months 

and wait for a cheque one day! 
 
You can elect to get a UK company (e.g. David Taylor Events Ltd) or 
accountant to make the claim on your behalf (The Revenue prefer this) and 
they will need a letter of authority.  
 
It is a bit of a bureaucratic nightmare but it will save you up to 
17.5% of your expenditure in the UK.  
Example of Inland Revenue and Customs form VAT65A overleaf. 
 
David Taylor 
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